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Re: "Missile Gap” 
pp. 17-18 

Goldberg: What was the reaction to the McNamara press conference 
for February at the White House? 

Bundy: The President's reaction was, "Oh, dear." He would have 
thought that that kind of an apparent disagreement of what he'd 
said as a candidate would come to him before it got into the 
papers. 

Goldberg: Did McNamara hear from him? 

Bundy: I forget, if I ever knew. I'm sure McNamara stopped 
talking about it, and I am sure that was not accidental - 


Re : Bay of Pigs 
p. 20 

Bundy: We didn't any of us think hard or carefully enough about 
the ways and means of testing the plausibility of the basic as- 
sumptions of the plan. Thinking back on it later, it is clear 
that we let ourselves be sold by people who were deeply committed 
to this undertaking and who themselves have since said in print 
that when they agreed to the president's condition that he wasn t 
going to use American forces , they were really thinking that if 
they became engaged, he would back them up. We were so naive that 
we didn't know that that was where they were coming from. ItL was 
a clear-cut consequence of beginners in government judging CIA 
operational recommendations. 

p. 21 

Bundy:' 1 . . . It was not altogether their "It he Joint Chiefs "fault, 
but they displayed the usual bureaucratic courtesy in not being 
very severe in judgment on somebody else's plan. 
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p. 23 

Bundy:". . . It's CIA-planned and prepared at the instance of 

another President. It is sitting there and if you decide not 
to do it, you are the men who wouldn't execute the brave plan 
put together by the five-star general. I've always thought 
afterwards — Kennedy never said this to me — that the problem of 
not going ahead, as a beginner, with this package left . on his 
table by a very distinguished senior figure, was hard." 


Re : Vietnam 
p. 25 

Bundy: ". . . The most important consideration for Lyndon 

Johnson, one that I agreed with at the time, was that this 
was not the time to lose. Not that there is ever a good time 
to lose, but the American people would not understand or support 
a President who accepted defeat in Vietnam in 1965. 

p. 31 

Bundy: "The basic correlation of forces among people on the 
spot was deeply against us and nothing that we were able to do, 
or, in my view, could have done, short of waging nuclear war on 
North Vietnam, would have turned that around. The war was lost 
on the ground because the people against us were so much stronger 
through time than the people who were with us." 

pp. .42-43 

Bundy: "Johnson, I think, deeply thought, 'What I want is to 
have the country sit still while we do what we have to do in 
Vietnam. I don't want to lose there, and I don't want my genera s 
complaining. Somebody’s got to go and get me a bargain. So 
McNamara, you go and negotiate and tell me what they will live 
with out there." It was a . . . legislator's temper, and that s 

what Johnson really was." 



